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From the Desk of the District Governor’s... Daughter

My name is Ernie Zainie. I do not have the initials Rtn or PP or PE or even DG in front of
my name and nor am I a professional writer. But I would like to take this opportunity to share a
little bit on my experience of being the daughter of a Rotarian and how Rotary has inspired me.

At first I didn’t get it. Why Rotary? What’s the big deal about Rotary? I would ask

myself.

My father and his fellow Rotarians would spend endless hours in meetings. Of course
they were never short of food as Rotarians love their food and they enjoy it best with each other. But with that,
a lot of eagerness and excitement will develop as they make all sorts of plans for yet another Rotary Project.

Rotary has always been about family. In his speech, RI President 2011-12 Kaylan Banjeree emphasized
the importance of family and that from family is where everything begins. And my father did just that. He started
with his own family.

I consider my family to be a true example of a family of Rotary. For as long as I can remember, my father
has always kept himself busy with something. And even when he had nothing to do on a Sunday morning, he
would bring my mom, my brothers and me on a mini road trip out of town in search of seasonal fruits commonly
seen sold by the roadsides and afternoon coffee with my dad’s favorite Kueh Pau. He is the kind of person who
can never sit still. He would always involve us one way or another in the things he was passionate about whether
it was travelling, his involvement in Scouts, Archery, preserving the Wetlands or even his work. He will never
leave us out. And Rotary was no exception. He influenced us with his passion and drive and I believe we are
better people because of this.

Ever since my father’s early days as a Rotarian, we have always been involved in Rotary activities. As a
family, we have experienced wonderful trips across the country, humanitarian projects both locally and overseas,
attending and even organizing assembly’s and conferences at the District level or even simple fellowship gatherings
with our Rotary friends and their families. Back then we thought it was all just about fun. But as we grew up we
realized that there was a lot more to Rotary than having a good time. Slowly we saw the bigger picture.

The long Rotary meetings turned into decisions and decisions turned into actions and actions turned into
results. The result: A change in yet another person’s life. Rotarians would go through great lengths to get this
result over and over again and make a difference. Some Rotarians would do things that others think are crazy —
and Rotarians are famous for being crazy — but crazy in a good way of course. But we must admit, we all have
to be a little bit crazy to do something out of the ordinary, don’t you think?

A true Rotarian will wake up early on a Sunday morning while others like me would rather stay tucked
in bed. They convoy ride to a rural village that most have never heard about. Along the way they would stop for
a tasty (which usually means unhealthy) breakfast. They come to deliver good news to the Kampung people and
bring smiles that last for miles on the faces of the receivers of fresh, clean water, medical care, and literacy kits
for children... just to name a few goodies that Rotarians bring along. On the way back from a hard day’s work
of changing someone’s life, they succumb to the simple satisfactions in life and reward themselves with a plate
of ‘pisang goreng’ and ‘kopi O’ on the roadside somewhere and if lucky, a great bowl of ‘sup tulang’. They
have a good laugh and the fellowship continues to strengthen. But they know their work is not yet done. There
are still many lives they can change. And together they do this one step at a time.

During my trip to Chicago in 2008, I visited the Rotary International World Headquarters office in
Evanston Illinois. The friendly woman at the reception desk asked me where I was from and I proudly said ‘I am
from District 3310’. I said it like a true Rotarian. My conversation with the lovely lady hit on from there and |
found myself sharing with her my experiences as a member of the family of Rotary. It was at that point when I
realized how much Rotary had influenced me. I felt proud to be standing in a place where Rotary had begun and
to witness for myself the office of Paul Harris, the founder of Rotary. I am sure a lot of historic and life changing
decisions took place there and since then Rotary has come such a long way. Many of us are familiar with the
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boundless Rotary work done within District 3310. But Rotary is International and Rotary work is done all over

the world. I made sure I did not leave without signing the guest book. After all, how many from our District have
been able to do so?

My father has come a long way as a Rotarian and now he is the District Governor. During his term, our
family has enjoyed yet another chapter in my father’s Rotary journey. Day by day we learn more about our family
of Rotary across the District. These days my parents are travelling a lot and every time they come home from yet
another club visit, we are enlightened by stories of inspiring events and the wonderful people they meet along the
way. My mom, especially, has grown to be fond of all the lovely people she has met. I hear her stories and feel
like I already know them too and look forward to meeting them personally. It’s things like these that reassure us
once again that there are so many good people in Rotary and this restores our belief that there are actually good
people everywhere.

I come from a different generation from most of the Rotarians I know, many of whom I address as uncle
or aunty (many who refuse to answer when I do so). Despite the generation gap, I have found myself to have
great fellowship with a Rotarian (or even a spouse of a Rotarian) just as great as fellowship with my peers. There
1s always something to learn and admire from every Rotarian I meet. After all, friendship has no boundaries. And
in Rotary, neither does goodwill.

”Be the change you want to see in the world” a quote made famous by Mahatma Gandhi. Rotary is all
about making change possible. And making sure change happens. Rotarians all have the brains, but their act of
kindness comes from their hearts. I believe Rotarian’s would have made Mahatma Gandhi proud.

I reminisce my years growing up in London where you could always find a TESCO’s just around the
corner. TESCO’s was not just a supermarket with great microwave dinners and delicious mini doughnuts or
frozen cheesecake. But TESCO’s has a slogan that I will never forget till this day, that we can all live by which
is “Every Little Helps.” A small act of kindness can go a very long way. A few positive words can mean a lot to
someone going through a bad day. A simple thing like a smile can be the best thing they have seen in a long time.
And a small contribution can mount up to a big donation that can save a life. It’s the little things that count and
one doesn’t have to be a Rotarian to help. But there’s no doubt Rotarians do it at their very best. We should feel
blessed that we have the capacity to make a difference no matter how small the gesture because every little does
help.

Eventually time will run out for each one of us. But the one thing that would matter are the footsteps we
leave behind while we are around. There are over a million Rotarians across the world leaving their footsteps for
the generations to come. Through Rotary I have been educated about what really matters in life and that this
world is never short of inspirations. It is just a matter of how we see the things that are right in front of us.

If you are a Rotarian and reading this — give yourself a pat on the back. Or what people of my generation
would call a ‘high five!” Something you have done has made you deserve it. And if you are not a Rotarian and
reading this - look around you... a Rotarian may be nearby. They may look like just any other person, talk and
walk just like any other person — but they are far from just ordinary. And be sure to expect that change is just
around the corner.

Louis Armstrong sang of “What a Wonderful World’ we are living in. He did not sing of mansions and
fancy cars, I-Pads or a million dollars. He sang of the simplest things in life like the beauty of nature. .. friendships...
anewborn child... and saying ‘I Love You’.

Rotary goes back to the basics of what is most important and that we should always be compassionate to
life, those we share our lives with and all the beautiful things life has to offer.

What a wonderful life it is indeed.

Thank you Rotarians.



2.

JUNE MEMBERSHIP & ATTENDANCE

A’Famosa
Kota Laksamana Malacca*
Kota Melaka

Malacca

S oo~

Kluang
Mersing*
Segamat®
Kota Tinggi*

N = OO

Johor Bahru
Johor Centennial
Johor Straits View*

Jurong Town Singapore 0
Singapore East Singapore 1
Singapore North Singapore 0
Singapore West Singapore 0

Singapore Centennial *

Bugis Junction Singapore 0
Bukit Timah* Singapore 0
Garden City Singapore 1
Marina City* Singapore 0
Raffles City Singapore 0
Shenton Singapore 0

Bintulu*
Bintulu Central*
Sibu

Kota Kinabalu* 13 Sabah 63 63 80.00 4 0
Likas Bay 13 Sabah 44 46 92.31 4 0
Kinabalu Sutera 13 Sabah 15 15 54.60 3 1
Kota Kinabalu South 13 Sabah 34 34 43.90 4 0
Luyang 13 Sabah 20 21 64.00 5 0
Penampang 13 Sabah 15 14 63.70 4 0
Tanjung Aru 13 Sabah 18 19 58.00 1 0

* No attendance figures received for the month.



